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Dear Students, Faculty, Staff and Friends,


I am pleased to present to you this Guide to our plans for the upcoming fall semester and reopening of our campuses. In form and in content, this coming semester will be like no other. We will live differently, work differently and learn differently. But in its very difference rests its enormous power.



The mission of Yeshiva University is to enrich the moral, intellectual and spiritual development of each of our students, empowering them with the knowledge and abilities to become people of impact and leaders of tomorrow. Next year’s studies will be especially instrumental in shaping the course of our students’ lives. Character is formed and developed in times of deep adversity. This is the kind of teachable moment that Yeshiva University was made for. As such, we have developed an educational plan for next year that features a high-quality student experience and prioritizes personal growth during this Coronavirus era. Our students will be able to work through the difficulties, issues and opportunities posed by our COVID-19 era with our stellar rabbis and faculty, as well as their close friends and peers at Yeshiva. 


To develop our plans for the fall, we have convened a Scenario Planning Task Force made up of representatives across the major areas of our campus. Their planning has been guided by the latest medical information, government directives, direct input from our rabbis, faculty and students, and best practices from industry and university leaders across the country. I am deeply thankful to our task force members and all who supported them for their tireless work in addressing the myriad details involved in bringing students back to campus and restarting our educational enterprise.



In concert with the recommendations from our task force, I am announcing today that our fall semester will reflect a hybrid model. It will allow many students to return in a careful way by incorporating online and virtual learning with on-campus classroom instruction. It also enables students who prefer to not be on campus to have a rich student experience by continuing their studies online and benefitting from a full range of online student services and extracurricular programs.



In bringing our students back to campus, safety is our first priority. Many aspects of campus life will change for this coming semester. Gatherings will be limited, larger courses will move completely online. Throughout campus everyone will need to adhere to our medical guidelines, including social distancing, wearing facemasks, and our testing and contact tracing policies. Due to our focus on minimizing risk, our undergraduate students will begin the first few weeks of the fall semester online and move onto the campus after the Jewish holidays. This schedule will limit the amount of back and forth travel for our students by concentrating the on-campus component of the fall semester to one consecutive segment.



Throughout our planning, we have used the analogy of a dimmer switch. Reopening our campuses will not be a simple binary, like an on/off light switch, but more like a dimmer in which we have the flexibility to scale backwards and forwards to properly respond as the health situation evolves. It is very possible that some plans could change, depending upon the progression of the virus and/or applicable state and local government guidance.



Before our semester begins, we will provide more updates reflecting our most current guidance. Please check our website, yu.edu/fall2020 for regular updates. We understand that even after reading through this guide, you might have many additional questions, so we will be posting an extensive FAQ section online as well. Additionally, we will also be holding community calls for faculty, students, staff and parents over the next couple of months.



Planning for the future during this moment has certainly been humbling. This Coronavirus has reminded us time and time again of the lessons from our Jewish tradition that we are not in full control of our circumstances. But our tradition also teaches us that we are in control of our response to our circumstances. Next semester will present significant challenges and changes. There will be some compromises and minor inconveniences--not every issue has a perfect solution. But faith and fortitude, mutual cooperation and resilience are essential life lessons that are accentuated during this period. And if we all commit to respond with graciousness, kindness, and love, we can transform new campus realities into profound life lessons for our future.



Deeply rooted in our Jewish values and forward focused in preparing for the careers and competencies of the future, we journey together with you, our Yeshiva University community, through these uncharted waters. Next year will be a formative year in the lives of our students, and together we will rise to the moment so that our students will emerge stronger and better prepared to be leaders of the world of tomorrow.




Best Wishes,



Ari Berman
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            About

      
            

            Vital in its approach and vibrant in its tradition, the Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Theological Seminary (RIETS) is the Western Hemisphere's leading center for Torah learning and training for the rabbinate.

For over a century, RIETS has provided an unsurpassed educational experience in the classic mold of the great yeshivot. Embodying the historic concept of Torah Lishmah—learning for its own sake—and a responsiveness to community needs, RIETS is a deep fount of Jewish knowledge and a preeminent source of rabbinic leadership for the next generation and beyond.

Upholding a Sacred Duty in Modern Times

In an increasingly complex world, RIETS accepts the challenge to prepare its students to face the multifarious issues of today's society—anchored always in the sacred legacy of our Torah and people.

RIETS has trained some 2,700 of the world's most distinguished Orthodox rabbis, scholars and teachers. With their rich grounding in the full spectrum of our hallowed tradition, graduates assume a broad range of leadership roles in the community while ensuring the perpetuation of Jewish scholarship.

Firmly set in the emphasis on Talmud, codes and Halacha, RIETS has developed programs to meet the communal and personal needs of our time and place—for example, in business ethics, bioethics and technology—with the unique ambience of intellectual and spiritual exploration that has always characterized the great academies of Jewish learning in the past.

Why RIETS?

	RIETS is a vital link in the chain that has transmitted rabbinic knowledge and tradition from one generation of Jewish leaders to the next
	RIETS attracts students from diverse backgrounds encouraging challenging discussions about issues facing today's Jewish community and leading to personal exploration and growth
	At no other yeshiva have so many gedolim shared their wisdom. In particular, at RIETS the Torah and religious philosophy of Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik is perpetuated by his most earnest disciples.
	The core semikha curriculum of Gemara and Halacha is taught by a faculty comprising the leading roshei yeshiva and poskim in North America
	Rabbinic training courses—taught by a broad spectrum of outstanding talmidei chakhamim, community leaders and world-renowned professionals in the fields of pastoral psychology, rabbinic counseling, public speaking, homiletics, writing and strategic planning—are a vital part of the RIETS curriculum
	Yeshiva University's vibrant batei midrashot resonate with the sounds of learning from morning until late at night
	RIETS students can spend a year of advanced learning in Jerusalem at YU's Caroline and Joseph S. Gruss Institute 
	Semikha students enroll in RIETS kollelim or advanced-degree programs at YU's Bernard Revel Graduate School of Jewish Studies, Wurzweiler School of Social Work or Azrieli Graduate School of Jewish Education and Administration
	RIETS offers an unmatched program in professional training, career counseling and placement in synagogues, schools, outreach centers, community kollelim and organizations in communities throughout the United States and around the world
	Full scholarships are available to all full-time RIETS students, as well as generous stipends to kollel fellows


The Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Theological Seminary admits students of any race, color, national and ethnic origin to all the rights, privileges, programs, and activities generally accorded or made available to students at the Seminary. It does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national and ethnic origin in administration of its educational policies, admissions policies, scholarship and loan programs, and athletic and other school-administered programs. A copy of the Seminary’s nondiscrimination policy can be found in the RIETS Student Catalog and Handbook.
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            Introducing the new Joint Semikah + MBA Online Program

      
            

            Learn the leadership and organizational skills that will heighten your success as a rabbinic and community leader with an MBA from the Sy Syms School of Business at Yeshiva University.



      
            

      
                      More Information (PDF)
                  

  
            

            Learn more and register

      
        

    
  




              
    


      
      
                  
                

        
        

                
                  
              
                  [image: ""]

  



      
    

    
        


  Our Programs



        

            Firmly set in the emphasis on Talmud, codes and Halakhah [Jewish law], RIETS has developed programs to meet the communal and personal needs of our time and place—for example, business ethics, bioethics, technology—with the unique ambience of intellectual and spiritual exploration that has always characterized the great academies of Jewish learning in the past.

The Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik Semikha Program provides four post-college years of intensive study of Talmud, classical commentaries, Codes and Reponsa literature, supplemented by preparation for daily aspects of the rabbinate.

Our kollelim [institutes for advanced study] provide, among others, intensive courses of study for prospective teaches, rabbinic scholars, posekim [decisors of Jewish law], as well as post-rabbinic training for scholars to become future roshei yeshiva [teachers of Talmud and Torah] and those with a background in Talmud who plan to enter professions other than the rabbinate. In the Presidential Bekius Program, each semester, 20-25 blatt [pages] are selected from the masechta [tractate] that the yeshiva is learning. At the end of each semester, students may take an examination on the Gemara with Rashi or on the Gemara with both Rashi and Tosafot.
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            Follow RIETS on Facebook and Twitter.
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            Your contribution helps to ensure that we continue to build the rabbinate of tomorrow.  Learn more about supporting RIETS. 
Click here to make a donation. 
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            Historic Roshei Yeshiva

      
        

            Learn about eminent RIETS Torah scholars zt"l from the earliest days to recent decades.  Read more about these Roshei Yeshiva.
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            Check Out Our Newest Publication

      
        

            Click here to read New Heights, a new publication from RIETS. Learn about all the new initiatives from your Yeshiva, hear from our current talmidim, and more!
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